An Act for the Admission of the State of California into the Union
September 9, 1850 — Thirty-first Congress — Chapter 50

Whereas the people of California have presented a constitution and asked admission
into the Union, which constitution was submitted to Congress by the President of the
United States, by message dated February thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty, and
which, on due examination, is found to be republican in its form of government:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the State of California shall be one, and is hereby
declared to be one, of the United States of America, and admitted into the Union on an
equal footing with the original States in all respects whatever.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, until the representatives in Congress shall be
apportioned according to an actual enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,
the State of California shall be entitled to two representatives in Congress.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said State of California is admitted into the
Union upon the express condition that the people of said State, through their legislature
or otherwise, shall never interfere with primary disposal of the public lands within its
limits, and shall pass no law and do no act whereby the title of the United States to, and
right to dispose of, the same shall be impaired or questioned; and that they shall never
lay any tax or assessment of any description whatsoever upon the public domain of the
United States, and in no case shall non-resident proprietors, who are citizens of the
United States, be taxed higher than residents; and that all the navigable waters within
the said State shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of
said State as to the citizens of the united States, without any tax, impost, or duty
therefore: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed as recognizing or
rejecting the propositions tendered by the people of California as articles of compact in
the ordinance adopted by the convention which formed the constitution of that State.
Approved, September 9, 1850

An act to provide for the Survey of the Public Lands in California, the
granting of Preemption Rights therein, and for other purposes.
March 3, 1853 — Thirty-Second Congress — Chap. 145

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That all the public lands in the State of California,
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, with the exception of sections sixteen and thirty-six,
which shall be and hereby are granted to the State for the purposes of public schools in
each township, and with the exception of lands, appropriated under the authority of this
act, or reserved by competent authority, and exception also the lands claimed under any
foreign grant or title and the mineral lands, shall be subject to the preemption laws of
September fourth, eighteen hundred and forty-one, with all the exceptions, conditions,
and limitations therein, except as is herein otherwise provided; and shall, after the plats
thereof are returned to the office of the register, be offered for sale, after six months’
public notice in the State of the time and place of sale, under the laws, rules and
regulations now governing such sales, or such as may be hereafter prescribed:
Provided, That where unsurveyed lands are claimed by preemption, the usual notice of
such claim shall be filed within three months after the return of the plats of surveys to the
land offices, and proof and payment shall be made prior to the day appointed by the



President’s proclamation for the commencement of the sale, including such lands; the
entry of such claims to be made by legal subdivisions, according to the United States’
survey, and in the most compact form: And provided further, That the fact of persons
having heretofore had the benefit of said act of the fourth of September, eighteen
hundred and forty-one, shall interpose no bar to their obtaining the benefits of this act;
and all of said lands that shall remain unsold after having been proclaimed and offered,
shall be subject to entry at private sale as other public land, at the same minimum price
per acre; and the register and receiver shall not be entitled to any percentage or fees,
except for deciding preemption cases, when each of them shall be allowed the same
fees as are paid to other like officers; but the receiver shall be entitled to his actual
necessary expenses, going and returning, in making his deposits: Provided, That
nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize any settlement to be made on any
public lands not surveyed, unless the same be made within one year from the passage
of this act; nor shall any right of such settlers be recognized by virtue of any settlement
or improvement made of such unsurveyed lands subsequent to that day: And provided
further, That this act shall not be construed to authorize any settlement to be made on
any tract of land in the occupation or possession of any Indian tribe, or to grant any
preemption right to the same.

Section 7. And be it further enacted, That where any settlement, by the erection of a
dwelling-house or the cultivation of any portion of the land, shall be made upon the
sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, before the same shall be surveyed, or where such
sections may be reserved for public uses or taken by private claims, other land shall be
selected by the proper authorities of the State in lieu thereof, agreeably to the provisions
of the act of Congress approved on the twentieth of May, eighteen hundred and twenty-
six, entitled “An act to appropriate lands for the support of schools in certain townships
and fractional townships, not before provided for,” and which shall be subject to approval
by the Secretary of the Interior. And no person shall make a settlement or location upon
any tract or parcel of land selected for a military post, or within one mile of such post, or
on any other lands reserved by competent authority; nor shall any person obtain the
benefits of this act by a settlement or location on mineral lands.

Section 12. And be it further enacted, That the quantity of two entire townships, or
seventy-two sections, shall be and the same is hereby granted to the State of California
for the use of a seminary of learning, said lands to be selected by the Governor of the
State, or any person he my designate for that purpose, in legal subdivisions of not less
than a quarter-section of any of the unsold, unoccupied and unappropriated public lands
therein, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and to be disposed of as
the Legislature shall direct: Provided, however, That no mineral lands, or lands reserved
for any public purpose whatever, or lands to which any settler may be entitled under the
provisions of this act, shall be subject to such selection.

Section 13. And be it further enacted, That there shall be and is hereby granted to the
State of California the quantity of ten entire sections of land, for the purpose of erecting
the public buildings of that State, said lands to be selected by the Governor, or any
persons he may designate, in legal subdivisions of not less than a quarter-section of any
of the unsold, unoccupied, and unappropriated public lands in that State, and subject to
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, however, That none of said
selections shall be made of mineral lands or lands reserved for any public purpose
whatever, or lands to which any settler may be entitled under the provisions of this act.
Approved, March 3, 1853.



An act to appropriate lands for the support of schools in certain townships
and fractional townships, not before provided for.
May 20, 1826 — Nineteenth Congress — Chapter 83

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America, In Congress assembled, That to make provision for the support of
schools, in all townships or fractional townships for which no land has been
heretofore appropriated for the use in those states in which section number
sixteen, or other land equivalent thereto, is by law directed to be reserved for the
support of schools, in each township, there shall be reserved and appropriated,
for the use of schools, in each entire township, or fractional township, for which
no land has been heretofore appropriated or granted for that purpose, the
following quantities of land, to wit: for each township or fractional township,
containing a greater quantity of land than one half, and not more than three
quarters of a township, three quarters of a section; for a fractional township,
containing a greater quantity of land than one quarter and not more than one half
of a township, one half section; and for a fractional township, containing a greater
quantity of land than one entire section, and not more than one quarter of a
township, one quarter section of land.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid tracts of land shall be
selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, out of any unappropriated public land
within the land district where the township for which any tract is selected may be
situated; and when so selected, shall be held by the same tenure, and upon the
same terms, for the support of schools, in such township, as section number
sixteen is, or may be held, in the state where such township shall be situated.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be selected, in the manner
above mentioned, one section and one quarter section of land, for the support of
schools within that tract of country, usually call the French grant in the county of
Sciota, and state of Ohio.

Approved May 20, 1826



